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Good News About
Generic Drugs
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Good News – Generics
Measure Up
You may think that because generic
drugs are lower in cost, they don’t
provide the same benefits as their
brand name counterparts. But the
good news is, they do. Knowing the
truth about generics can help you
make smart decisions about the
drugs you take – and save money
on your prescription costs.

Did you know?
Generics vs. Brand:
Generics are required to act
the same.

Firms seeking to sell generic drugs
must show that the drugs deliver
the same amount of active
ingredients in the same timeframe
as the original brand products.

Generics vs. Brand:
Generic manufacturing
facilities must measure up.

The FDA won’t permit drugs to
be made in substandard facilities.
Generic firms have facilities equal
to those of brand name firms. In
fact, brand name manufacturers
actually make an estimated 80
percent of generic drugs.

Generics vs. Brand:
Generics have similar rates for
side effects.

The FDA monitors reports of
adverse drug reactions and has
found no difference in the rates
between generics and brand name
drugs.

Generics vs. Brand:

Generic savings can be
substantial.

On average, consumers can save
20 percent or more on their drug
costs by choosing generics
whenever possible.

Now that you know the facts about
generic drugs, you can spread the
news – and enjoy the savings. Ask
your doctor if a generic equivalent
is right for you. Or check with
your pharmacist if you have
questions about saving money on
the prescription drugs you take.

To learn more about your

health and medical care, go to

www.bcbst.com

or visit the new health

information site,

www.TennesseeHealth.com

Generics vs. Brand:

Generics are required to be just
as potent.

The federal Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) requires
generics to have the same quality,
strength, purity and stability as
brand name drugs.

Generics vs. Brand:
Generics are required to be
just as safe.

The FDA requires that all drugs
be safe and effective, with
benefits that outweigh their
risks. Since generics use the
same active ingredients and
work the same way in the body,
they have the same risks and
benefits as their brand name
counterparts.


